
OUTAGAMIE COUNTY  

LABOR MARKET 

TRENDS 

Outagamie County… 
has the largest population of the three counties that make up the Appleton/Oshkosh 
Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA).  Like the State of Wisconsin, nearly 20 percent 
of its employment is in the manufacturing industry.  This is slightly less than the MSA 
average of 26 percent.  Employment in this industry has declined over the last eight 
years following state and national trends.  However, unlike the state and nation, most 
of the manufacturing in this area is in the nondurable goods sector, which in Outa-
gamie County is paper products.  Nearly two thirds of the manufacturing in Outa-
gamie county is nondurable goods.  In the three county MSA just over 60 percent of 
the workers are employed in four major industry groups.  They are:  manufacturing 
26 percent; , retail trade, 15 percent; information, professional business services, 16 
percent; and financial, 5 percent.  In 2005 Outagamie County will be split out from 

the Appleton/Oshkosh MSA 
an become a MSA by itself.   
 
 

The annual average wage in 
2002 for employers in the 
county for some of the major 
industries was: $42,282 in 
manufacturing, $26,856 in  
trade, transportation and utili-
ties, $28,789 in business and 
professional services, and 
$42,428 in finance activities. 
The annual average wage from 
all employers was $32,217, 
which was 99.4 percent of the 
average wage of $32,422 for all 
workers in the state. 

Employer Name Product or Service

Thedacare Inc. Offices & Clinics of Doctors of Medicine 
Appleton Area School Dist Elementary & Secondary School
Aid Assn. For Lutherans Life Insurance 
Hillshire Farms and Kahns Division Sausages & Other Prepared Meats 
Appleton Papers Inc. Coated & Laminated Paper, NEC
Anchor Food Products Inc. Frozen Fruits, Fruit Juices, & Vegetables
Fox Valley Technical College Junior Colleges & Technical Institutes
County of Outagamie Executive & Legislative Govt. Office
Miller Electric Mfg. Co Electric & Gas Welding & Soldering Equipment 
Wal-Mart Associates Inc. Department Store
St. Elizabeth Hospital,Inc Gen. Med. & Surgical Hospitals
City of Appleton Executive & Legislative Govt. Office
Encompass Electrical Technologies Electrical Work
Stora Enso North America Corp Paper Mills 
Kraft Pizza Co Frozen Specialties, NEC
Appleton Coated LLC Paper Mills 
Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsi Services, NEC 
PRN Health Services Inc. Help Supply Services 
Reynolds Consumer Products Inc. Plastics Product, NEC 
Lawrence University Colleges, Universities, & Professional School
Kaukauna Area School District Elementary & Secondary School
Wisconsin Bell Inc. Telephone Comm., Except Radiotelephone 
Oscar J Boldt Construction Co Gen. Contractors-Nonresidential Buildings
Gannett Midwest Publishing Inc. Newspapers: Pub, or Pub & Printing
Edward D Jones & Co Security Brokers, Dealer, & Flotation firms
Young Men's Christian Assn. of The Child Day Care Services
Kimberly Public School Elementary & Secondary School
U S Oil Co. Inc. Gasoline Service Station 
Target Corporation Department Store
School District of Hortonville Elementary & Secondary School
Air Wisconsin Airlines Corp Air Transportation, Scheduled 
Gulfstream Aerospace Services Corp Aircraft 
The Copps Corp Grocery Store 
Pitney Bowes Inc. Office Equipment 
Tel Mark Sales Inc. (De) Business Services

Source: WI DWD, Unemployment Compensation file, March 2003 

Largest Employers in Outagamie County. 
These employers provide over one half of 
all the jobs in the county 

For more information: 
The Dept of Workforce Development— 
Labor Market Information http://www.dwd.state.wi.us/lmi 

Richard Seidemann, Regional Labor Market Analyst:  
Sheboygan County Job Center 
3620 Wilgus Avenue 
Sheboygan, WI  53081 
920-208-5809 
Email:  richard.seidemann@dwd.state.wi.us 
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1802 Appleton Road 
Menasha, WI  54952 

(920) 997-3272 
Fax (920) 832-5297 
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Internet Links 
 

Wisconsin Employment 
Connection:  

 
http://www.wisconsin 

jobcenter.org  
 

Business Resource Net-
work:  

http://www.
helpbusiness-wi.com 
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Occupation Average Wage Range
Hourly Low High

Accountants & auditors 22.90 14.91 34.94
Automotive service techs & mechanics 13.66 8.29 19.77
Bartenders 7.26 5.78 9.17
Bookkeeping, accounting, & auditing clerks 12.38 7.70 17.60
Carpenters 18.08 10.87 27.08
Cashiers 7.87 5.92 10.44
Cmbd food prep & srvg wrkrs/include fast food 6.95 5.65 8.81
Customer service representatives 13.70 8.45 20.18
Ele. school teachers, except special ed. * 40,140 Ann. Avg
Electricians 20.05 10.41 29.02
Exec secretaries & admin assts 13.41 8.49 18.97
First-line suprs/mgrs of office & admin. support 20.34 11.88 30.02
First-line suprs/mgrs of prod & operating wkrs 24.17 13.34 40.07
First-line suprs/mgrs of retail sales wkrs 16.26 9.40 27.01
General & operations mgrs 37.01 14.72 69.68
Helpers--prod wkrs 10.81 6.75 15.41
Industrial truck & tractor oprs 14.44 9.94 19.84
Janitors/cleaners, except maids & hskg 10.39 7.37 14.77
Lbrs & freight, stock, & mat'l movers, hand 10.98 6.77 17.51
Machinists 17.16 12.16 21.71
Maids & housekeeping cleaners 8.44 6.45 10.93
maint. & repair wkrs, general 16.37 9.90 21.90
Nursing aides, orderlies, & attendants 9.84 7.90 12.09
Office clerks, general 11.12 7.26 16.11
Packers & packagers, hand 9.59 6.42 14.18
Paper goods machine setters, oprs, & tenders 16.42 11.86 22.36
Plumbers, pipefitters, & steamfitters 20.54 12.71 28.44
Printing machine oprs 16.27 10.67 22.34
Receptionists & information clerks 10.58 7.56 14.46
Registered nurses 21.48 16.41 27.19
Retail salespersons 10.32 6.06 17.68
Sales reps, whlsle & mfg, except tech & sci prods 22.79 11.81 36.33
Secondary school teachers, except spec & voc ed * 40,900 Ann. Avg
Secretaries, except legal, med, & exec 12.23 8.66 16.63
Shipping, receiving, & traffic clerks 12.10 8.18 16.90
Stock clerks & order fillers 10.15 6.68 16.51
Team assemblers 12.65 8.86 17.19
Truck drivers, heavy & tractor-trailer 17.72 11.70 25.28
Truck drivers, light or delivery services 11.21 6.45 17.27
Waiters & waitresses 7.33 5.72 10.29

*hourly average not available  
** Wage range excludes bottom and top 10 percent of earners.   
Survey includes data from:  Calumet, Outagamie, & Winnebago Counties.  

National Annual Earnings by Education: 1997 - 1999 

Source: US Census Bureau, Current Population Surveys, March 1998, 1999, 2000 

Occupations in demand in Fox Valley WDA 
Education & Training Average

Top Ten Occupations Typically Required* Wage**

Computer Support Specialists Associate degree $19.11

Desktop Publishers Postsecondary voc. trng $16.74

Medical Records/Health Info Techs Associate degree $10.98

Computer Software Engnrs Apps Bachelor's degree $31.19

Network/Computer Systems Admin Bachelor's degree $25.09

Personal and Home Care Aides 1-month or less training $8.33

Medical Assts 1-12 mo. on-the-job training $11.21

Network Systms/Data Comm Anal Bachelor's degree $14.09

Social/Human Service Assts 1-12 mo. on-the-job training $11.62

Fitness Trainers/Aerobics Instruct Postsecondary voc. trng $9.90

Comb Food Prep/Serv Wrk/Incl Fast 1-month or less training $7.37

Retail Salespersons 1-month or less training $10.25
Cashiers 1-month or less training $7.62
Waiters/Waitresses 1-month or less training $6.96
Registered Nurses Bachelor’s degree $20.72
Labrs/Frght/Stock/Matrl Movers/Hand 1-month or less training $9.91
Janitors/Cleanrs Ex Maids/Hskpng 1-month or less training $9.32
Office Clerks/General 1-month or less training $10.62
Stock Clerks/Order Fillers 1-month or less training $9.88
Nursing Aides/Orderlies/Attendants 1-month or less training $9.44

Fox Valley WDA includes Calumet, Fond du Lac, Green Lake, Outagamie, 

Waupaca, Waushara and Winnebago counties.

** Wages from Occupation Employment Statistics survey responses for region, 2001
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* The most common way to enter the occupation, not the only way

* The most common way to enter the occupation, not the only way 

** OES Fox Valley Area Wage Survey 

Wages for 40 Occupations with the most workers  
in the Outagamie County  labor market area. Hourly wage data was collected from 
local employers in early 2002 for the year 2001.   
 
Nearly 50% of all the jobs in the area are in the occupations on this list!  

Wisconsin 1999 Average Annual Earnings by Education
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